COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUI

March 5, 2021

THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUI, STATE OF
HAWAII, WAS HELD ONLINE ONLY VIA BLUEJEANS, ON FRIDAY, MARCH 5, 2021,
BEGINNING AT 9:00 A.M., WITH CHAIR ALICE L. LEE PRESIDING.

COUNCIL CHAIR ALICE L. LEE: Will the regular Council meeting of March 5, 2021, please
come to order.

Okay, we need some people to turn off their mics. A lot of feedback. Okay, so we're
going to say good morning to every, well, in Maori, you can say Kiaori [sic]. I'm sorry,
Kiaora. Kiaora. And that means hello. And the reason why | picked this particular
language is it's actually the language used in New Zealand by many people. And also,
language used where the earthquake happened yesterday. So, just for your
information, the earthquake was near the island of Kermadec, Kermadec. And just for
your information, there are approximately six people on the island. Okay. Ready to
go, everybody? Kiaora.

Madam Clerk.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: COUNCILMEMBERS GABRIEL JOHNSON, NATALIE A. KAMA,
KELLY T. KING, MICHAEL J. MOLINA, TAMARA A.M. PALTIN,
SHANE M. SINENCI, YUKI LEI K. SUGIMURA,
VICE-CHAIR KEANI N.W. RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ, AND
CHAIR ALICE L. LEE.

COUNTY CLERK KATHY L. KAOHU: Chair, there are nine Members present. And a quorum
is present to conduct the business of the Council.

CHAIR LEE: Okay. Proceed.
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COUNTY CLERK: For the record, | am County Clerk Kathy Kaohu. And also present today
this morning from the Office of the County Clerk is Deputy County Clerk James

Krueger; and Legislative Division staff Joyce Murashige, Lauren Saldana, and Dell
Yoshida.

Joining, also joining the meeting from the Department of Corporation Counsel is
Corporation Counsel Moana Lutey and First Deputy Corporation Counsel Richelle
Thomson.

This online meeting is being conducted in accordance with the Governor's most recent
emergency proclamation on COVID-19.

If connectivity affecting quorum is lost, the Council will be in recess. If connectivity
affecting quorum cannot be restored within 30 minutes, the meeting will automatically
recess to Tuesday, March 9, 2021 at 9 a.m., using the same virtual connections, unless
the Council announces a different date and time.

CHAIR LEE: Offering opening remarks this morning is Councilmember Gabe Johnson.

OPENING REMARKS

The opening remarks were offered by Councilmember Gabe Johnson.

CHAIR LEE: Member Johnson, those were very beautiful remarks. Thank you.

Now, please join me in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Members of the Council rose and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

CHAIR LEE: Madam Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Chair, proceeding with the presentation of testimony on agenda items.
Members of the public may testify by connecting to the Council's online meeting by
phone or video conference through the information posted on today's agenda.
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Individuals connected by phone are currently on mute and will be unmuted when it is
their time to testify. Individuals connected by videoconference should keep both their
video and microphones muted and should unmute when it is their time to testify.

Testimony is limited to the items listed on the agenda, and individuals may testify for
three minutes per item. When testifying, please state your name and the name of any
organization you represent, as well as the items on which you will be testifying. Please
also identify to the Council if you are a paid lobbyist.

After your testimony has concluded, please disconnect from BlueJeans. Once the
testimony period is closed, only the Councilmembers, staff, and designated resource
persons will be connected to the meeting through BlueJeans. All other individuals will
be disconnected and may view the remainder of the meeting through Akaku
Channel 53 or on mauicounty.legistar.com. Individuals may also be disconnected from
the meeting at any time for breaking decorum.

Chair, the first person to testify is Reta Chin. And Ms. Chin will be followed by Julie
Strong.

CHAIR LEE: Good morning, Ms. Chin. Oh, you're muted. Turn, turn your microphone on.
Okay, good.

PRESENTATION OF WRITTEN TESTIMONY

MS. RETA CHIN, [testifying on Bill No. 10 (2021)]:

Okay. Good morning. Can you all hear me?
CHAIR LEE: Yes.

MS. CHIN: Good morning. My name is Reta Chin and | am not a lobbyist. | am just a mama.
Aloha, Councilmembers. | just want to thank you for this opportunity to testify. ['ve
lived on this beautiful island since 1990 and I'm here to give testimony on Bill 10.

My 26-year-old son was born and raised here, and he now resides on the mainland. |
humbly come here to testify, admittedly nervous, because this is my first time. I've
been in the title and escrow industry since 1990. And part of what | do, actually, is |
keep Maui real estate statistics, and | educate my clients and the public as |, while |
share informational tips.
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While | know that there is great intention for this Council to increase housing
opportunities, Bill No. 10, as it's written with both the increase in the 75 percent
workforce housing requirement and the income qualifications would actually decrease
the number of housing units, as it's referenced in the Grassroot Institute testimony and
the UHERO report.

By passing this bill, this streamlined process, which actually doesn't feel streamlined
cause it takes about three to seven years to get housing built, will actually only continue
to harm our local residents who work so hard to own their property.

To me, it feels like a simple economics function of supply and demand, because we
know when the supply is dwindling and the demand is up, prices increase. So, | keep
stats and then | just want to share with you in December of 2019, the median sales
price for a home on Maui hovered around 750,000. As of last January, that went to
980,000. That's the middle price of a house. So, when | think about my son and if he
ever wants to move here and if he can even qualify for a five percent down loan, loan,
he'd have to come up with $50,000 to try and live here, to own a median sales price
home. And I don't know if your children, or grandchildren have that kind of money, but
mine does not.

I'm just asking the Council to please pause on voting this through, because | realize
that the housing study, that we as taxpayers have spent $300,000 to pay for, will be
out in the next couple of weeks. And so, I'm asking that you guys just pause and not
push this through yet. And we wait until that housing study gets reviewed, and so that
we can truly start, you guys can start creating bills that would seriously move Maui in
solution for our local residents so they can own a home and raise their children and
come back to Maui. That's it. Thank you so much for your time and consideration.
And | know that most of you probably have, probably made a decision. But I'm hoping
that with some testimony, you will actually have an open heart to just pause on that
bill. And so--

CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Ms. Chin.

MS. CHIN: Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Let's see, Members, please ask clarifying questions, okay?
Mr. Molina.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Thank you very much, Madam Chair. And thank you,
Ms. Chin, appreciate your testimony. You mentioned that it would increase workforce
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housing requirements. Did you actually read the bill, or are you just going off what the
Grassroots Institute is saying?

MS. CHIN: No, | actually read it, and it was hard. And I'm a layman and I'm a commoner, so
| don't propose that | know much of anything. But | do, | did read it and | do see that,
what other experts have said. |, you know what the thing is, Mr. Molina? | guess it's
the fact that can we just pause until the study comes out, which is going to be in the
next couple of weeks? And then, propose it again.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Okay. Just for, as an FYI, the study does not include the 201H
process, and that was told to us by Mr. Gilbreath who's doing the study, and that we
commission. So, it does not include the 201H process. So, it's, it's, you know, two
totally different things. But, just as an FY| to you.

MS. CHIN: Well, actually, yea, it is—

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Okay, | have, | have no more questions, but thank you. Thank
you, Madam Chair.

MS. CHIN: So, do | now click off, Ms. Lee? s that the instruction? I'm sorry, | can't hear you.
You're muted, so.

CHAIR LEE: I'm going to ask if anybody else has a clarifying question.

MS. CHIN: Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Any hands? If not, thank you, Ms. Chin. Are you calling from Lanai?
MS. CHIN: No. I'm calling from Maui. I'm home.

CHAIR LEE: Oh, from Maui? Oh, okay.

MS. CHIN: | get to work from home.

CHAIR LEE: Okay. Thank you.

MS. CHIN: Okay, thank you so much, everyone. Okay, bye now.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you.

Madam Clerk.
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COUNTY CLERK: The next testifier is Julie Strong. And Ms. Strong will be followed by
Christopher Delaunay.

CHAIR LEE: Ms. Strong? Madam Clerk, did you say Strong?
COUNTY CLERK: Strong.

CHAIR LEE: Strong.

COUNTY CLERK: Julie Strong.

CHAIR LEE: No response. Please move to the next one.

COUNTY CLERK: Okay. Our next testifier is Christopher Delaunay.

MR. CHRISTOPHER DELAUNAY [testifying on Bill No. 10 (2021)]:

Aloha, Councilmembers. Oh, sorry.
COUNTY CLERK: Followed by Raymond Michaels.
CHAIR LEE: You may begin, Mr. Delaunay.

MR. DELAUNAY: Yea, Delaunay. Aloha, Councilmembers. Chris Delaunay, Pacific
Resource Partnership. I'm an employee and registered lobbyist for the organization.
I'm here to testify on Bill 10, and we are in strong opposition to this bill. These types
of policies will not support the working-class. The best way to help them, the working-
class, is to pass policies that produce more affordable housing and jobs. And you do
have our testimony.

And, you know, some points | want to make is that this bill will remove an important
tool in the toolbox from home builders who choose not to use government, which are
State and County funds, government financing, to build affordable housing units. If
this important tool is removed, projects may need to depend on public funds in order
to pencil out. Housing projects on Maui that are 100 percent affordable have relied on
government subsidies in order to make them work.

Another thing is, | raised in the last, the last hearing about the implementation of a
policy that require 50 percent units for residential development projects, or 50 percent
workforce housing for projects, and that didn't work out, you know, as most of you
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know. And also, we lost a lot of construction jobs during that time, and we produced
very little housing.

And in my testimony, | have a graph that | provided. And, you know, this is, we're in a
pandemic, we need more housing, we need more jobs. And if you're not, we're not
building affordable housing, that's lost work, too right? And like | said, this policy is
going to make developers or builders more dependent on government financing, and
government financing is scarce right now. So, why take this toolbox away for, from the
developers who want to use all private funds to build, but they just need exemptions

through the 201H process, you know? So, | think we're going to see a reduction of
housing.

And let's wait for the study, you know? The study is a holistic view of everything. Let's
not piecemeal things. That's bad policy. That's all | have. Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Any questions, Members?
Ms. Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thank you, Chair. Thank you, Mr. Delaunay. | just, it sounded
like you thought that exemptions weren't government funding. Where did you think the

money came from for the exemption?

MR. DELAUNAY: Yea, it comes from HHFDC, rental housing fund, home funds. There's a
number of them. Even County Affordable Housing Fund. Like for instance--

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: But you said, that's--

MR. DELAUNAY: Pardon?

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Okay, never mind. | just--
MR. DELAUNAY: Should | list all the funding?

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Yea, that affordable housing funding is government funds, and
you said--

MR. DELAUNAY: Right. Right. That's what I'm talking about. | said--
COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: But never mind. Thank you. You answered the question.

MR. DELAUNAY: Okay. You're muted, Chair.
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CHAIR LEE: Thank you.
Yes, Mr. Molina.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Thank you, Madam Chair. Good morning, Mr. Delaunay, and
thank you again for coming by to express your thoughts on this bill. Just to make it
clear, it's not my intent to drive a wedge or anything between the building industry and
government. But you mentioned about other policies or other ways to generate
affordable housing. Now, as a lobbyist for the building industry, then what legislation
can you share with us in lieu of this attempt to increase affordable housing? What is
your suggestion from your colleagues? What type of policies can we then consider?
Because | haven't found none. And maybe you guys have more, you know, better
suggestions than | have. Is there anything?

MR. DELAUNAY: Yea, there's some at the State-level. | think it may be, | think it might be
House Bill, no sorry, it's a Senate Bill. | think it's Senate Bill 39. And it speaks
specifically to the 201H, | think it's 201H-36(a)(5) HRS. So, there's a bill there that
would allow a lot of developers for, that build rental housing for people who can't afford
a down payment to allow them to stack up on County waivers and exemptions, and at
the same time getting the GET. And it's kind of like a fast-track kind of a thing. So,
you wouldn't necessarily go through the Council. But if you meet certain qualifications,
you get automatic waivers. You would have to pass an ordinance, though, on the, on
the city level, the County level, like, Honolulu has. That was ordinance--

CHAIR LEE: Okay, thank you, Mr. Delaunay. Mr. Delaunay, thank you very much. We're
only supposed to ask clarifying questions on what you already stated.

Okay, Mr. Molina.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Yea, thank you, Madam Chair. And | appreciate that
suggestion from Mr. Delaunay, but that is targeting rentals. This is more, this, my
proposal is more targeting more homeownerships. So, anyway, but thank you. Thank
you, Madam Chair.

CHAIR LEE: Any other questions?
If not, thank you.

Madam Chair. Madam Clerk.



Regular Meeting of the Council of the County of Maui
March 5, 2021
Page 9

COUNTY CLERK: Our next testifier is Raymond Michaels. And Mr. Michaels will be followed
by Ms. Julie Strong.

MR. RAYMOND MICHAELS, CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY _OF MAUI [testifying on Bill
No. 10 (2021)]:

Good morning, Council. Can everybody hear me?

CHAIR LEE: Speak again. You're not clear but keep trying. Mr. Michaels, can you say
something? Okay, you know, Mr. Michaels, your, your audio is not strong. Can you
turn off your video? Sometimes that helps to strengthen--

MR. MICHAELS: Can everybody hear me?

CHAIR LEE: Yea, we can hear you now.

MR. MICHAELS: Sorry, is that, is that better?

CHAIR LEE: No, can you turn off your audio, | mean, your video?
MR. MICHAELS: Turn off my video.

CHAIR LEE: Okay, now speak. Okay, proceed.

MR. MICHAELS: Good morning, Council. My name is Raymond Michaels. I'm the Vice-Chair
of the Construction Industry on Maui. Thank you for this opportunity to testify. The
CIM agrees and wants affordable housing projects. Thus, we strongly oppose this bill
and here is why.

We believe there is a grave and staggering disconnect between our elected officials
and the group of contractors and developers who execute on the physical building of
housing. The disconnect is fair. Many of our elected officials do not come from a
building or contracting background. Additionally, many of our contractors and
developers are not involved in the complex world of politics and serving the ever-
growing demands of the constituents.

For one perspective, the Council simply raising the requirements to 75 percent seems
like a logical conclusion. This, in theory, will force contractors and developers to adapt,
if they so choose to produce affordable housing. In contrast, from a contractor's and
developer's perspective, this increase will make a potential affordable housing
development simply not worth doing.
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If government mandates how many units can be sold at a certain price threshold,
developers will either A) stop building, which will more like, more than likely be their
choice, or recoup their losses by pricing their market rate units as completely
unattainable by the Maui middle-class.

If you study the overall soft costs and hard costs associated with the project; there are
a lot of daunting risks, the challenge of, challenges of permitting, design costs,
surveying, infrastructure, legal fees, interest, construction labor costs, material costs,
sales, marketing studies, environmental studies, land costs and these are just to name
a few.

A developer actually has little to no control over any of these costs. Here's an example,
a brief look into the increase of raw commodities such as lumber, iron ore or copper
since COVID-19 yields a staggering result. These commodities have increased
200 percent since April. If you are a developer with construction contracts executed,
you would recognize that the law sides with COVID-19 impacts as Force Majeure
claims; meaning that the contractor who, the contractors who are performing the work
are entitled to a contract price increase. This alone would be a reason why a developer
may elect to pull out of a potential development with a 50 percent affordable unit
requirement. If the requirement is increased to 75 percent, this makes the
development almost impossible.

We don't fault elected officials for not knowing all these difficulties. However, we are
sounding the alarm that if this measure passes, you will most certainly see a decrease
in the number of new homes available for Maui families.

Despite this disconnect, we can attest the County needs help to bind our community
goals and deliver what the community needs. So, we are proposing a solution we feel
is amicable for both elected officials, contractors and developers, and delivers on a
promise for more affordable housing.

Our proposal is this: the County of Maui becomes a partner in affordable housing
projects. Land costs are hardly discussed, yet they have--

CHAIR LEE: Mr. Michaels, can you conclude your testimony in one minute, please?

MR. MICHAELS: Yes. Land costs are hardly discussed, yet they are the component
artificially inflated in value during the rezoning process. The extent of the County's
partnership would be land, permit expediting, and infrastructure. The County could
graciously step in to assist developers by gifting parcels of County-owned land for a
developer to develop. If this was combined with the County having the necessary
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infrastructure and expedited permitting in place, it would make developers more eager
to take on affordable housing projects.

In doing this, the County could then stipulate rough design guidelines and quantity of
units, and then create a competitive bid environment for developers. This is similar to
the Hawaiian Home Lands model, which has proven successful. The CIM fully believes
that the intent of our elected officials is to provide truly affordable housing for Maui
families. We believe that with your help, a program as robust as this could not only fix
the issue we face today, but also for years to come. Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Mr. Michaels. Are there any questions?
Yes, Mr. Sinenci, then Ms. King, then Ms. Sugimura.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Mahalo, Chair. Mahalo, Mr. Michaels, for your testimony this
morning. | was just wondering, you know, would developers be also open to, you know,
gifting us a section, a portion of their developments to nonprofit builders? We've seen
a lot of nonprofit builders who are able to bring in more money from outside the State,
and they're able to go ahead and create 100 percent affordable homes. So, do you
think that some of the developers might be open to, to that section of the affordable
housing to, to nonprofit builders?

MR. MICHAELS: I'm not quite sure how that would work. You're asking a developer who
owns land to gift a portion of that land--

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Correct.

MR. MICHAELS: --to a nonprofit developer to build 100 percent affordable units. Is that what
you are asking?

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Well, so that they could meet the affordable housing portion
of, of the project.

MR. MICHAELS: | don't think that solves the problem of land costs for a developer, right?
The problem is land costs. And let's say, you or somebody, the developer were to gift
a portion of that land, they'd still have to recoup those costs in some form.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Okay, thank you. Thank you, Mr. Michaels. Thank you, Chair.

CHAIR LEE: Ms. King. Oh, you're muted. You're muted.
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COUNCILMEMBER KING: Okay. | did, I'll click on it again. Thank you for being here,
Mr. Michaels, and for your testimony. | didn't catch what group you're with?

MR. MICHAELS: Construction Industry of Maui.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Construction Industry.

MR. MICHAELS: We're a trade group under the Maui Chamber of Commerce.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Okay. So, | just, did you, were you able to participate in any of
the meetings, the community meetings with Mr. Jeff Gilbreath and his, you know, his
meetings he had in the community about the comprehensive affordable housing plan?

MR. MICHAELS: Personally, no, | was not able to participate in those.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Okay, cause | was Qoing to ask you if, if your suggestions were
possibly posed to them while they're making up this plan. But | guess if you weren't
there, then you wouldn't know. Okay, thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Ms. Sugimura.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Thank you, Chair. Thank you very much, Mr. Michaels,
for being here. And | was just wondering if you could, if you did, or if you could submit
your testimony in writing?

MR. MICHAELS: Idid not. And I can certainly do that.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Yea, good.

MR. MICHAELS: What is the best way to do so?

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: CountyClerk@mauicounty.us.

MR. MICHAELS: CountyClerk@mauicounty.us. Okay, will do.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Is that correct? Right? Maui County, County Clerk at,
thank you.

MR. MICHAELS: Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Ms. Kama.
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COUNTY CLERK: Excuse me.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Thank you, Chair.

CHAIR LEE: Ms. Kaohu. Wait, excuse me, Ms. Kama. Kathy, did you have something?

COUNTY CLERK: Just that our email address is County.Clerk@mauicounty.us.

CHAIR LEE: Okay.

COUNTY CLERK: [ don't know if the dot was thrown in there.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Thank you, Chair. Thank you, Clerk.

CHAIR LEE: Okay, fine.

Okay, Ms. Kama.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Thank you. Thank you, Chair. Thank you, Mr. Michaels, for
being here. So, if I'm understanding you, you're saying that maybe a potential solution
is the land that if the County, similar to Hawaiian Home Lands, that if the County has
the land that was free, and partnered to build the homes on these lands, the cost of
the housing would be cheaper; therefore, would be affordable; and therefore, would be

able to increase the housing inventory?

MR. MICHAELS: Yes. We were basically asking for the County to become a partner,
because the land costs is such a huge cost in providing housing.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Okay. Thank you. Thank you, Chair.
CHAIR LEE: Mr. Molina.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Thank you, Madam Chair. Good morning, Mr. Michaels. And
thank you for your suggestions and testimony. That solution with becoming partners
with the County, have you approached the Administration about this proposal that you
are presenting to us right now?

MR. MICHAELS: We have, we have submitted this proposal through the Maui Chamber of
Commerce to the Administration, yes.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: And how long ago was that?
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MR. MICHAELS: That was about three weeks ago.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Three weeks ago. Okay, thank you. Thank you, Madam
Chair.

CHAIR LEE: Anyone else? If not, thank you, Mr., oh, one more question.
Member Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thank you, Chair. Thank you, Mr. Michaels. | just was
wondering, you know when you were talking about DHHL being a success. Are you

aware of how many wait-listers have died waiting for housing?

CHAIR LEE: Mr. Michaels? Okay, let's not get into any debates now. Mr. Michaels, did you
hear the question?

MR. MICHAELS: |did. My answer was no.
CHAIR LEE: Oh, okay.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Oh. And if you support the County providing land and
infrastructure for any homes, do you also support it for Hawaiian Homes?

CHAIR LEE: Mr. Michaels, did you answer?

MR. MICHAELS: Yes. We would support that.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Okay, thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Any further questions? If not, thank you, Mr. Michaels.
MR. MICHAELS: Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Madam Clerk, may we have the next testifier, please?

COUNTY CLERK: Next testifier is Ms. Julie Strong. And Ms. Strong will be followed by the
telephone with the last four digits 7158. Ms. Strong.

MS. JULIE STRONG [testifying on Bill No. 10 (2021)]:

Aloha, mai kakakahiaka kakou. Can you guys hear me?
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CHAIR LEE: Yes.

MS. STRONG: Awesome. Thank you for giving me the time to testify this morning. I'm Julie
Strong, and realtor with Hawaii Life. And my experience with this topic comes from
working with many first-time homebuyers. And those homebuyers qualified for
workforce housing. They want, really wanted to make that very important purchase in
their lives, and it fell out of system for avoidable reasons.

For them, on Maui, these opportunities come maybe once-in-a-lifetime, and they too
often involve consequences like having to move off island from some of their family if
it doesn't work out. Watching their disillusionment, disappointment, and frustration
about such a great loss that was avoidable is something that will stick with me in my
heart and in my mind for years to come. And | had hundreds of such buyers that | was
trying to help.

From my experience, a fundamental question about this bill arises from that
experience. And that is why increase the percent to 75 percent when you can just
make the process work better at the current 50 percent rate and achieve the same
thing, an increase in workforce homes? In my experience, there was significant room
for improvement in the process to ensure a higher percentage of workforce homes end
up sold to workforce qualified clients, and at workforce affordable prices.

In the current system, there are conditions that result in unnecessary thinning out of
qualified workforce buyers, who then fall out of the system. And this is largely due to
a need for more coordination between the County, exclusive lenders, and developers.
This coordination will help qualified buyers not fall through the cracks, and end up being
able to purchase their home in the end.

By simply working on the process so it's more effective, a higher number of workforce
homes is achievable at the current rate of 50 percent. And developers won't be
incented away from Maui to other islands. Mahalo for your time and consideration of
these observations and idea. E malama pono ko okou maukino.

CHAIR LEE: Any questions for the testifier? If not, thank you, Ms. Strong.
Madam Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Next testifier is the last four digits of phone number 7158. And 7158 will
be followed by Victoria Cheromcka.
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MS. JO ANNE JOHNSON WINER (testifying on County Communication No. 21-89; and
Committee Report Nos. 21-9 and 21-10):

Hello, Councilmembers and Chair. And kiaora.
CHAIR LEE: Hello. Hi. Very good.

MS. JOHNSON WINER: It's, it's Jo Anne Johnson Winer, and | spoke on this last time, so |
really want to thank you for the opportunity again to testify. The items that | am in
support of, and because | gave my testimony last time | won't reiterate that, but it's on
CR 21-9, which is in support of the affordable housing issue. Which contains flexibility,
| believe, that will allow people to come forward and build homes. And also, CR 21-
10, which is, | believe, Na Hale O Maui. | support that as well.

The other items that I'm going to testify on is County Communication 21-89, which is
the purchase, or considered purchase for the Maui News Building. And I, | had an
opportunity to do a little bit of homework since my last testimony. And | definitely would
not, if | was sitting in your shoes, | would not consider a purchase of the Maui News
Building at this time. | think after listening to the long conversation, hearing what the
Mayor had to say, and this open-ended, you know, lack of knowledge and the
unanswered questions. | really don't think it is a good idea.

But | wanted to give you an example of some of the, you know, and | won't say they're
mistakes, but they're learning experiences that | had when | was on the Council. And
‘we have done, we had done property purchases, which we had an opportunity to do
due diligence on, and they had much more scrutiny than this particular property has
had. But as | mentioned earlier, the old post office adjacent to the County Building in
Wailuku was so contaminated with asbestos, that when we stored documents there,
we actually had some people complain of illness. They had to go in wearing masks in
order to just retrieve documents. So, that was not a very good situation.

A couple properties that we were not directly involved in, but County money was being
solicited for those were the Filipino community center in Central Maui. And that one,
of course, is on Sandhill as was the Nisei Veterans Center and burials were an issue
there. And also because Maui News is located in the Sandhill, | have no idea what
may be, you know, beneath the foundation of that building.

We have our old Pioneer Mill Building in Lahaina, which is adjacent to the senior center.
It's, that building is still sitting vacant. It's boarded up. It's filled with asbestos. You
know, | have no idea what will ever happen with it.
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There was the site of the old . . . property which we purchased from a company called
Just Do It, and that was to prevent development. And that site is adjacent to Mokuhinia
and Moku‘ula. And we had been led to believe by the Administration that the monies
that we would gain from putting up parking would be sufficient to carry the loan on that

property.
| just have a short, if you would allow me to conclude?

CHAIR LEE: Of course.

MS. JOHNSON WINER: Okay. We had the Doug White property on Front Street, and it was
a result of a mapping error by the Planning Department. The list goes on and on. But
according to our County records, the County owns 842 properties. My suggestion to
you is to have a subcommittee formed to do a complete analysis and review of all of
our County-owned properties, County-leased properties in each region because the,
the analysis needs to be done looking at the whole picture. And once that's completed,
you can evaluate the needs of both the County employees and then make
recommendations to the full Council. And that would be my recommendation. Thank
you.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Ms. Winer. Are there any questions?
Yes, Ms. King.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Thank you, Chair. Thank you for being here Jo Anne, and for
that little bit of history lesson. 1 just kind of wanted to kind of pick one of those projects
out that you said is still sitting there, the Pioneer Mill Building that you talked about.
What were, were you on the Council when the County purchased that?

MS. JOHNSON WINER: Yea. Actually, it was done at the same time that we actually had
the senior center being built. And it was part of the proposal. And then there were
family lands, actually adjacent to that building as well, and the kuleana parcels we
actually ended up having to put the parking area right over, you know, those kuleana
parcels in case the families came forward to reclaim their lands, their Hawaiian Home
Lands.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Okay, so, so, | think you answered my question. | was going to

ask what was the intent you were given for the Pioneer Mill Building when you
purchased it? And then, | guess--

CHAIR LEE: Ms. King, | think we're kind of steering off the subject here of the Maui News.






